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Dear Members and Friends,  

Winter contains many, hidden blessings. There are inconveniences, of course, but if we 
find ourselves stuck inside, then let us read the books we did not have time for when the 
weather beckoned us outside. 

Winter is a good time to read poetry. Pick your own favorite and just enter that world of 
words and images.  I would recommend Wendell Berry, who farms and lives with his family in 
Henry County, Kentucky. Berry has taught English at the University of Kentucky in Lexington 
and also at Stanford and New York University. He has written more than forty books of fiction, 
essays and poetry, all the while identifying himself as a farmer. Here are a few samples from his 
2005 book, Given.  

 
Whatever happens,  
those who have learned  
to love one another  
have made their way  
to the lasting world  
and will not leave,  
whatever happens.  
 
The incarnate Word is with us,  
is still speaking, is present  
always, yet leaves no sign  
but everything that is.  
 
When we convene again  
to understand the world,  
the first speaker will again  
point silently out the window  
at the hillside in its season,  
sunlit, under the snow,  
and we will nod silently, 
 and silently stand and go. 

Overwhelming Grace Be With You, David R. Harkness 

 
The Board of Deacons thanks the members of the congregation and friends for 
their generous donations to the 2011 Thanksgiving Offering.  We received $1,072, 
which was matched by the Deacons.  A check in the amount of $2,144 was sent to 
the Food Bank of Westchester on behalf of Irvington Presbyterian Church. 
 



From the Music and Worship Committee:  

We are blessed to continue our work as Session co-chairs of IPC’s Music & Worship 
Committee and want to thank Sarah Barnard, Craig Degener, David Harkness, Marge Hone, 
and Tony Thurman for their service on the committee.  As noted in the mission statement of the 
Irvington Presbyterian Church, “We are called by Jesus Christ to glorify God through word and 
song. . .” and the work of the Music and Worship Committee is accomplished through our 
communal worship: in prayer, the sharing of sacraments, and the proclamation of the Word, as 
well as through songs and music.  

Reverend Dr. Susan Andrews, General Presbyter of the Hudson River Presbytery, was 
our guest preacher on January 8, 2012.  On January 15th we celebrated the twentieth 
anniversary of Reverend David Harkness’ installation at IPC. The Youth Choir, under the 
direction of Peter Fischer and accompanied on the piano by Tony Thurman, performed “Let all 
the World in Every Corner Sing” in commemoration of this event. The worship service was 
followed by an especially festive coffee hour in celebration of Reverend Harkness’ twentieth 
anniversary with us. 

As we embark on another year, we share our hopes for 2012.  First and foremost, we 
hope to expand the numbers in the Chancel Choir.  IPC has many talented members and 
friends, and as a committee we will continue to express our desire for new participants in our 
music program.  Second, we aspire to host more concerts for the church and community.  We 
hope to share the abundance of our music program and the blessing of our Klais pipe organ as 
part of the mission of IPC and as always, we dedicate our work to the glory of God. 

If you have any questions about joining the Chancel Choir and/or any suggestions or 
comments regarding the Music and Worship program, please feel free to contact any committee 
member or either one of us. Mary Bongiovi (meb9@columbia.edu; 478-0309) and Ed Hahm 
(ehahm@aol.com; 591-7380)  

Mary Bongiovi and Ed Hahm 

 

                                                              
 
 
 
  
  The Westchester Symphonic Winds was blessed to be able to hold a sectional 
rehearsal in Calvin Auditorium on January 2nd.  As our thank you to IPC, we are offering 20 
complimentary tickets for our next concert to church members and friends.  They will be 
available in the church office (or ask Marge Hone if you can't come to the church during normal 
work hours.) 
 
 The concert, entitled “A Winter's Tale,” will be held  on Sunday, February 12 , at 
3:00 pm at the Tarrytown Music Hall and features Robert Sherman, long-time WQXR host, 
narrating Copland's “A Lincoln Portrait,” and soprano soloist Kyung Hee Kim performing Un Bel 
di from Madama Butterfly.  There's lots more, including works by Percy Grainger and Ralph 
Vaughan Williams----and no Sousa!  We hope you'll come! 
 



 

         Christian Education 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – FEBRUARY 
 
  5 Chapel Time followed by class activity for Pre-K to 

3rd  
 grade and communion in the sanctuary for 4th 

grade & up. 
 12 Regular classes after Children's Time  
 19 Family Worship (winter break Feb. 20-24)  
26  Regular classes after Children's Time  
 First Sunday of Lent (Ash Wed. is Feb. 22) 
________________________________________ 
 

ACOLYTES           
February  5 – Archer Lim  February 19 – Henry Canning 
February 12 – Thea Dente  February 26 – Eric Moss  
_________________________________________ 
                 ADULT EDUCATION 

 

The Church in the Dark Ages 
 
The Early Middle Ages (500-1,000 CE) are often thought of as 
an historic wasteland, when civilization and the church 
stagnated.  Even though we have very few written records of 
this period – from the end of the Roman Empire to the year 
1,000 - it was actually full of progress and change.  Using a 
series of video lections by Professor Dorsey Armstrong, 
George Bollenbacher will give us a look inside one of the most 
fertile periods of church history. 

 
January 29th – February 19th at 9:00 am in the Upper Room 

 
Save the dates for a  
LENTEN SERIES 

Jesus Interprets His Own Cross 
Based on a video series by Dr. Kenneth Bailey 

and led by Rev. Harkness 
Wed. evenings Feb 22, & 29, March 7, 14, 21 & 28 

6:30-7:30 pm in Calvin Auditorium 
Coffee and cookies provided; followed by Vespers in the Chapel at 7:30 

 
 

 



 
The IPC Book Club  
 
Led by Susan Breen, the group will meet Tuesday, February 14 at 
9:15 am in the Upper Room to discuss Seeds by Richard Horan. 
This is a charming account of one man's efforts to visit writers' 
homes and collect seeds from the trees that inspired them. 
Definitely of interest to all who love trees, and, for those who  
don't have much time, the book is divided into many small chapters.  
 
For our March 13 meeting, we will be reading something a bit more ambitious: Walter 
Isaacson's biography, Steve Jobs. (You might want to start reading that today if you 
hope to finish it on time.)  Books should be available at the Irvington Public library if you 
ask the desk for IPC Book club books. Hope to see you at the meetings.  
susan@susanjbreen.com 

 

FEBRUARY YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 

 
RSVP!!!          FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd  &  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24th          RSVP! 

 

CHIME TIME - 7:15PM 
Youth in 6th Grade and older are invited to COME AND PLAY our 
brand new set of chimes!  Get more familiar with these instruments, 
the specific technique needed to ring them, and master the outs and 
ins of maintaining and adjusting them.  And YES, the emphasis is on 
just having fun and PLAYING!  We will try out arrangements written 
especially for these instruments as well as explore the creation of 
our own impromptu arrangements and, all the while, build up our 
ensemble skills (and hopefully a group)!  This Friday Night club is 
serious about having a good time!  Snacks and an after-activity are 
all part of the evening.  Come try it out… and invite a friend!  YOU 
MUST RSVP!  Email: peterfishpan@aol.com  

 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9th at 7:00 pm 

 

Recital by the  
IPC Youth Choir 

At The Atria Woodlands, a senior 
residential community at 1017 Saw Mill 
River Road in Ardsley.  All are welcome! 



 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10th at 6:00-7:30 pm 
 

Tots to Teens Valentine Activity Night 

Youth, Adults, and Kids of All Ages are invited for an evening of 
RED, PINK, and FUN!  Come with the whole family to IPC 
downstairs.  There will be a pizza dinner and activities for 
everyone.  We will be making decorations for the Parlor and 
Valentines to go out in this evening's Midnight Run lunches to the 
homeless in the city!  Bring your CREATIVITY and invite a friend 

as well.  Free-will donations will be collected towards dinner and supplies.  R.S.V.P. with # 
of Adults & Children or Youth attending by Friday morning, February 9th at the latest!  
Email Peter at: peterfishpan@aol.com 

 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10th    -   EARLIER START TIME! 
 

MIDNIGHT RUN 
We are again preparing for the St. Barnabas run next door.  Youth 
Volunteers in Grades 6-12 and older are needed to help!  We start 
EARLIER this time...  PLEASE ARRIVE AT 6:00PM to have a slice of 
pizza and help make special Valentines for the lunches.  Our work 
then continues in the IPC Kitchen with sandwich making.  And finally, 
we go next door to help with the assembly and packing for the run. Plan on giving about 2 
and a half hours or so of your time!  Please let Peter know if you are interested. To 
volunteer, e-mail Peter at peterfishpan@aol.com. 
 
 
 

Youth and Children’s Choir Rehearsal Schedule for February 
 

Youth Choir    Children’s Choir 
Sunday, Feb. 5    9:30am     11:30 am     
Tuesday, Feb. 7    6:15pm  
Thurs., Feb. 9     5:00pm Call and 7:00PM RECITAL AT ATRIA------------- 
Friday, Feb. 10             ---------------------------------------5:20 pm 
Sunday, Feb. 12   9:30am                    Sing in Service  
Sunday, Feb. 19    9:30am and SING IN SERVICE      No rehearsal                             
Sunday, Feb. 26      9:30am       11:30 am 
 



NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH TO MEET, FEBRUARY 5, 2012 

               All women of the church are members of the PW and are invited to attend the annual 
meeting of the PW on Sunday, February 5, 2012 after worship.  This meeting is an opportunity 
for us to review current women’s programs in the church, share ideas, give feedback to the PW 
board, and make plans for the future.  We will also present the financial report and elect two 
new representatives to the board.  

               Here is your opportunity to get involved, volunteer to serve on a committee, offer 
suggestions for new circles, events, or programs, and be in fellowship with other women in the 
church.  A light lunch and refreshments will be available.  Please contact Krisanne Bayer at 478-
7620 or bkbayer@msn.com for further information and to RSVP. 

               We look forward to seeing you there! 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS/CIRCLES 

Annual Meeting of the PW Sunday, February 5, 2012 after worship in Calvin 
Auditorium 

PW Board Meeting   Sunday, February 12, 2012 after worship in the library 

Hooks & Needles    Mondays, February 6 and 20 at 10 am in the library  

Dining Out Club Friday, February 24, 2012 at 6 pm at Buon Gusto, 50 
Buckhout Street, Irvington; RSVP to Sheila Renko at 
674-2082  

Bible Study    Wednesdays, February 1, 9, 15, 22, and 29 at  
     10 am in the Upper Room 

Yoga  Tuesdays at 10:45 am in the parlor & Thursdays at 7:15 
pm in  Calvin Auditorium 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

               Family Dinner of Giving will be held in March on either Friday, March 16th, 
Saturday 17th or Sunday the 18th.  Come to the PW Annual Meeting to help select the date 
and charity! 

  

  

  

 
 

The Irvington Presbyterian Church CARILLON is published monthly,  
September through June, by the Irvington Presbyterian Church in order to inform  
congregation and friends of church activities, invite participation in our  
Christian fellowship and spread the good news of the Gospel. 
 

Betsy Bollenbacher, Editor 
Reverend David R. Harkness, Minister 

25 North Broadway, Irvington, New York 10533 
914-591-8124 (Church Office)
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Adult Study 9:00

am

Family Worship
10:30 am

NEW YEAR'S
DAY

2 3
Nursery School

Resumes

Yoga 10:15 am
Parlor

4
Vespers 7:30
pm Chapel

5
BOARD of
DEACONS

Meeting 7:30
pm Upper

Room

Yoga 7:30
Calvin

Auditorium

6
Midnight Run
Prep 6:30 pm

Kitchen

7

8
Adult Study 9:00

am

Children's Choir
11:30 am

Worship &
Sunday School

10:30 am

Youth Choir 9:30
am

9
PW Hooks &

Needles 10 am
Library

10
IPC Book Club

9:15 am

SESSION
Meeting 7:30

pm Upper
Room

Yoga 10:15 am
Parlor

11
Chancel Choir

Rehearsal 8 pm
Parlor

PW Bible Study
10 am Parlor

Vespers 7:30
pm Chapel

12
Yoga 7:30

Calvin
Auditorium

13 14

15
Adult Study 9:00

am

Children's Choir
11:30 am

Worship &
Sunday School

10:30 am

Youth Choir 9:30
am

16
Martin Luther

King, Jr.'s
Birthday

Observed

17
Yoga 10:15 am

Parlor

18
Chancel Choir

Rehearsal 8 pm
Parlor

PW Bible Study
10 am Parlor

Vespers 7:30
pm Chapel

19
Yoga 7:30

Calvin
Auditorium

20
PW Dining Out
Club 6:00 pm

21

22
Adult Study 9:00

am

Congregational
Meeting after

Worship

Worship & Sunday
School 10:30 am

Youth Choir 9:30
am

23 24
Yoga 10:15 am

Parlor

25
Chancel Choir

Rehearsal 8 pm
Parlor

PW Bible Study
10 am Parlor

Vespers 7:30
pm Chapel

26
Yoga 7:30

Calvin
Auditorium

27 28

29
Adult Study 9:00

am

Children's Choir
11:30 am

Worship &
Sunday School

10:30 am

Youth Choir 9:30
am

30 31
Yoga 10:15 am

Parlor
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